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along with the North Central Texas 
College, Vernon College, Wichita 
Falls Independent School District 
and the University of North Texas 
in Denton applied for grant money 
in 2005.
 According to Simpson, they re-

ceived notification in August that 
they would be receiving grant mon-
ey.   
 “Now we have the pleasant job 
of spending a million dollars in a 
year,” Simpson said. “We’re not 
complaining.”  

 To Walker, this is an intrinsic con-
cept where the actions he performs 
are directly related to his interaction 
with people. 
 If he does not follow through 
with his tics, touching each object 
first with his right hand and then 
with his left, people will know that 
he failed, and they will be ashamed. 
They will know. 
 He is bound to this despite know-
ing it is ultimately untrue. 
 “It is ingrained in my head that I 
have to touch things twice or even 
three times with my feet, but I feel 
like people will not talk to me, they 
somehow know that I didn’t do it,” 
Walker said. 
 In elementary school, Walker 
was diagnosed with ADHD. In high 
school, Walker’s content mastery 
teacher noticed his unusual behavior 
and suggested testing for Tourettes.
 “I remember watching a 20/20 
special about people with Tourettes 
and laughing. I was nine years old 
then. Four years later I have it. I was 
like, ‘Don’t laugh at people with 
disabilities,’ ” Walker said.
 Up through the beginning of high 
school he was taking Ritalin. After 
he was diagnosed with Tourettes, 
the diagnostician prescribed Guan-
facine, which acted as an aggressor 
and tended to cancel the progenera-
tive effects of the two drugs indi-
vidually. This caused an accelerated 
increase in the effects of both disor-
ders, he said. 
 Suddenly, he had to cope without 
the use of either drug. 
 “How you get rid of it? You have 
to deal with it. You have to focus 
whenever you get the urge in your 
head. You have to focus on a differ-
ent thing,” he said. 
 In high school, his disability was 
a convenient crutch, treated as either 
a joke or used to mask his laziness.
 “There are vocal tics, physical 
tics. There are lots of different ones. 

I used to yell out random words 
in class. Because I had Tourettes 
I could get away with it,” Walker 
recalled. “I would have more time 
on my homework. That would just 
make me more lazy.”
 The extra slack people cut him 
became more hindrance than help.
 “The diagnostician taught me 
to break away from it because in 
the real world, when you get a job, 
they’re not going to be like, ‘You 
get more time on this,’ ” he said.
 He said he hasn’t spoken with 
Disability Services at MSU because 
at the junior college he attended, he 
never sought extra time on assign-
ments. Like everyone else, he used 
the time allotted to him.
 “I haven’t talked to them at all 
because I feel like I am cheating 
myself by getting extensions on 
stuff and extra time on tests,” he 
said. 
 Walker said he finally found 
ways to identify and overcome the 
obstacles. Help came in the form of 
a defensive football coach.
 “He said that he had dyslexia and 
learning disabilities all his life and 
people made fun of him. We were 
friends on a personal basis, and he 
taught me how to cope with it,” he 
said.
 Walker said he recognizes the 
disability but is not inclined to be a 
victim or someone who uses it to his 
advantage. 
 “It’s kind of like if one person 
doesn’t have all their limbs, and 
they learn how to cope using only 
one leg or one arm,” he said. “I have 
learned things that other people 
will never learn. I probably have to 
touch like 20 things in between my 
room and class whether it be poles 
or cars or something unusual on the 
ground.”
 With both the Tourettes and the 
ADHD, he has stopped taking med-
icine that would make him depen-

dent on the prescriptions. In order 
to gain control, he decided to do it 
without the help of drugs.
 He’s aware of the side effects.
 “I have got it in my head that if 
people don’t answer my calls, they 
know somehow that I haven’t been 
doing my tics,” Walker said. “I feel 
like if I don’t do it, people won’t 
talk to me, people won’t call me, 
people will think of me different.
 “Tics are just something you pick 
up, I’ll crack my ankle, pop my arm, 
shrug my nose or blink too much. 
They (the tics) can stay for hours, 
to weeks, to days, to years,” Walker 
said. “You will be neglected if you 
don’t do it. I will be circled out if I 
don’t do it and people won’t talk to 
me.”
 He has found that the majority of 
his inhibitions center around people 
as well as the stress of school life.
 “I haven’t quite really adjusted 
for the best of it. I still feel like peo-
ple don’t really like me,” Walker 
said. “I have convinced myself over 
so many years that they won’t talk 
to me. I have never found it to be 
true, but I still convince myself to 
do it (tics).”
 But he is less centered on the 
negative than it may seem. It is an 
everyday effort to focus and grow 
despite the disabilities.
 “With Tourettes, I have learned 
how to not really let it bother me. 
I am just working on getting rid of 
it,” Walker said. 
 Part of his coping method is ma-
neuvering past useless stresses.
 “I’m really making leaps and 
bounds because normally those 
things are not organized up there (in 
his room). Before I had to have stuff 
in alphabetical order, but I know I 
have to have a mess to make my-
self feel normal. It is making me a 
stronger person mentally and physi-
cally.” 
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 Approximately 800 chapters are 
spread across the nation, helping 
an estimated 7.2 million Americans 
who have such disabilities, accord-
ing to the ARC Web site.  
 According to Oshman, the frater-
nity is always looking to help out 
the community and being involved 
with volunteer work.
 The ARC Angels Thrift Store is 

open on Saturdays, and the frater-
nity will be volunteering again next 
month. 
 “We would like to make the ARC 
Angels Thrift Store aware to every-
one,” Oshman said.
 For more information about the 
organization or to help volunteer, 
call the ARC of Wichita County at 
940-692-2303.

buildings are already online, such 
as the Clark Student Center, Mof-
fett Library, the Dillard College of 
Business, the Memorial Building 
and parts of Hardin Administration 
are all Wi-Fi ready.

“I just use the Internet in Clark 
a lot,” said freshman Jacob Marks, 
who states he uses his laptop three to 
five times a week in the student cen-
ter – without any wires attached. 

However, wireless capabil-
ity isn’t useful unless students are 
aware it’s present. 

When asked if he knew about 
other campus buildings’ wireless 
capabilities, Mark said, “I knew it 
was available, I just didn’t know 
where.”

One of the next buildings In-
formation Systems is hoping to 
provide wireless access to is Bolin 
Hall, where math and science are 
taught.

“They’re starting to teach some 
of those technologies within com-
puter science,” Dye said. “You have 
to have it to teach it,” he added.

Since any area of the campus 
could be wirelessly capable, stu-
dents are encouraged to voice their 
opinions about which areas of the 
university should be elected to re-

ceive the wireless treatment. A poll 
will be administered by Information 
Systems sometime next year to gage 
student demand on the subject.

A potential problem that upgrad-
ed wireless access poses, however, 
is a greater demand on MSU’s al-
ready overworked network band-
width.

The school’s current Internet 
is provided by Southwestern Bell 
through two servers: MSUnet, the 
server used to accommodate sys-
tems for general use in the student 
center and most academic halls, and 
resnet, the network that encompass-
es all Internet activity in the univer-
sity’s residence halls.

While MSUnet’s 25-megabytes-
per-second connection more than 
doubles resnet’s 10, future wireless 
activity could slow both networks 
considerably, according to Dye.

Though Dye claims that wire-
less activities “actually aren’t” de-
manding on campus networks, an 
estimated 1/5 of network bandwidth 
is currently invested in wireless In-
ternet access at MSU. That fraction 
can only be expected to increase 
once efforts are doubled to improve 
wireless activity on campus.

Another factor contributing to 

the potentially problematic network 
speed is what Dye calls “nones-
sential” Internet use, meaning any 
web-based activities that don’t ap-
ply to students’ “jobs, research or 
homework.”

Such applications as stream-
ing Internet radio, youtube and 
Myspace place a strain on network 
connections and slow Internet use 
for students who are using school 
computers for legitimate academic 
purposes.

Resnet, for example, which net-
works 1,100 on-campus beds in all 
of MSU’s residence halls, is maxed 
out “100 percent of the time, 24 
hours a day,” Dye said. The server’s 
bandwidth, which allows 10 mb/s 
of information to either travel out of 
or into the network, generally runs 
at a demand of 15 or 16 mb/s.

What does this mean? It means 
that many students – and not just 
those in the residence halls, either 
– find themselves staring at a blank 
screen while “waiting in line,” so to 
speak, for the server to open up.

This potential slowing of net-
work speed also poses a problem 
for the 4,700 students who are 
currently enrolled in MSU’s ap-
proximately 250 partially or fully 

Internet-based courses.
Dye emphasizes the importance 

of WebCT, an online application 
that serves as an online learning 
environment for many online-only 
students. It’s also one of MSU’s 
many academic tools that may be 
problematically slow in the future. 

“That’s our core business activ-
ity; it’s a place to store information 
for professors and it’s an easy place 
for kids to go get it 24 hours a day,” 
he said.

In order to combat decreasing 
network speed, MSU is looking into 
doubling bandwidth for both resnet 
and MSUnet servers to 20 and 50 
mb/s, respectively. The upgrade, 
which students would pay for out of 
student service fees, should be rela-
tively inexpensive.
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