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~ Also at Local Boys Liquor ~
Cigars, Kegs, Lottery tickets

LOCAL BOYS LIQUOR
2731 SW PARKWAY / 692-1002
(CORNER OF KEMP & SW PARKWAY)

10% off Liters/ Wines & 
5% off 1.75 Liters

- Many Other Weekly Discount Specials on -
www.localboysliquor.com
Weekly Drawing- $25 gift certificate w/ 

grand prize drawing for Las Vegas trip!!!

Red  Bull 4pk - $6.59
Jagermeister - 750 ml - 70 proof - $21.59
SPECIALS:

~ Happy Hour Daily ~
10 am-2 pm

Enjoy Cool Colorful Colorado

Summer employment now available!

Fun Valley Family Resort in South Fork, 
Colo. needs STUDENTS for full or part-time 
employment for the 2007 season for all types 
of jobs: kitchen, dining room, housekeeping, 
stores, maintenance, horse wrangler, office.

Students will live in the girls or boys dorms.

For information and application write:

Student Employment
Fun Valley Family Resort
6315 Westover Drive, Granbury, Texas 76049

KONNIE SEWELL

COPY EDITOR

 Students who wish to study abroad in London this summer but did not 
attend the two informational seminars in early February may still have a 
chance.
 These students must make an appointment with the International Stud-
ies Office as soon as possible and hand in their $250 deposit, especially 
if they are looking to obtain financial aid. Recruitment for the British 
Studies Program is finalized by Spring Break.
 Larry Williams, director and professor of International Studies, said 
some students start preparing for trips abroad as early as a year in ad-
vance.
 “They do that because of finances or because of curriculum, the way 
the course fits into their degree plan,” he said. “Some of them have sum-
mer plans: Theyʼre gone on vacation or theyʼre having their weddings or 
theyʼre taking classes they can only take at a certain time.”
 According to Williams, the first matter brought up at the meetings was 
financial aid. 
 “Probably about 90 percent of all our students go on financial aid,” he 
said. “And weʼre very, very fortunate in that the director of financial aid 
here comes to these seminars. Sheʼs a strong supporter of the program. 
What she does is answer the basic questions one time in front of a large 
audience, rather than trying to do that on an individual basis. It helps 
everyone.”
 The classes students can take in London were also discussed.
 “We talk about where theyʼre going to be living, we talk about their 
personal spending, and give them as much basic background info as we 
can about what studying in London means,” Williams said. “The first 
week in May, we have a formal orientation for all students who are go-
ing.”
 Williams stressed that students who attended one seminar were not ex-
pected to attend both. The meetings lasted for about an hour, and students 
were more than welcome to bring along a parent or friend. A question 
and answer session followed.
 “We urge them to bring their questions, take notes, so they can be sure 
this is what they want to do,” Williams said. “We donʼt ask them to do 
much, but of the things we do ask, we ask them to shoulder their part of 
the responsibility.”
 Part of this responsibility is making a serious commitment to the pro-
gram.
 “I think that they learn at the informational meetings this is first and 
foremost an academic program,” Williams said. “Donʼt get me wrong, 
theyʼre gonna have a great time, but we have some rather strict class 
attendance policies. We canʼt and wonʼt be labeled as a tour. Students 
have to understand that they are expected to get up and go to class, to 
participate in all class discussions.”

 

Williams said classes are small, with about 10 students in each. He 
stressed that class attendance is mandatory for every session, which gen-
erally runs five to six hours a day.
 “If theyʼre on a field experience, that may run double that,” he said. 
“I think theyʼre also surprised that their professor, whomever that will 
be, will only lecture about one-third of the class time. Guest lecturers 

will lecture for a third, and then site visits will count for that last third. 
Everything they talk about in class, theyʼll see, theyʼll experience.”
 Professors who will be teaching in London were also present at the 
meetings. They already had their syllabi posted on MSUʼs international 
Web site, but they took this opportunity to chat with students about what 
they will be doing in class.
 Williams said the students who attend the meetings, and then actually 
go to London in the summer, are a diverse group.
 “Weʼve got some students that are married, some students that are 
non-traditional,” he said. “And then, all majors across the spectrum are 
represented while studying abroad.”
 Several students will be taking their second trip abroad, he said.
 “Students who went the first time and took a course in their major, 
then go a second time and take a course in their minor,” Williams said.
 Williams said the biggest concern for all students is financial aid.
 “I think certainly finances have to be of major concern,” he said. “One 
of the things most students are really not aware of is how much money 
they spend while theyʼre in school.”
 He said many students think of college expenses as simply paying 
tuition, room and board. However, Williams said heʼs seen figures that 
show just how much an average MSU student spends in a semester.
 “Itʼs astounding,” he said, “because they talk about gas for their car, 
or clothes, or going to a concert, or shopping at the mall, or going out to 
eat. They think thatʼs not college, but the answer is yes, yes it is. Any-
thing that you spend while youʼre in college is a college expense. What 
weʼve tried to do is come close to the overall expenses of a student.”
 According to Williams, it costs a student about $3,000 more to attend 
summer school in London than it would to remain in the States.
 When students fill out an application for the program, they must make 
a $250 deposit. 
 “Thatʼs what we base all of our logistics on: Our transportation, air-
fare, rooms—we have to pay for all these things up front, so thatʼs why 
we require a deposit,” Williams said.
 The deposit enables organizers to reserve rooms, plane seats and bus-
ses in London a year in advance.
 “What weʼve done is basically set up another university in London,” 
he said. “If youʼre going to take a class and put it in your deposit, then 
that holds your seat on the plane and reserves your room for you.” 
 But what happens if one student decides not to go and his or her class 
doesnʼt have enough students? 
 “People say one student canʼt make a difference, but in our program 

they can.”
 Williams said he realizes things happen to force a student to pull out 
of the program, but he said only one person had to cancel last summer.
 “We took over 60 students from four universities, about 30 of whom 
were from MSU,” he said. “What do we do with that plane reservation? 
What do we do with that room reservation? It costs us, so we have to be 
very, very certain that students are going to go and be committed.”

One last chance to study abroad in London
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THE MCCLATCHY TRIBUNE 

all classes, but in general students 
are graded according to intellectual 
performance as opposed to absenc-
es. 
 However, professors design 
their own attendance policy. They 
may lower your grade according 

to absences or even drop you from 
the class with either a W or an F. 
The professor must inform students 
about the attendance policy in writ-
ing at the beginning of the semes-
ter.
 A professor cannot drop a stu-

dent for excessive absences unless 
they keep attendance on a daily ba-
sis.
 Sharon Arnoult, assistant history 
professor, has a favorite excuse for 
missing class comes from when she 
taught at Texas State-San Marcos.

 “Having missed a week of class, 
a young man informed me it was 
because his grandmother had been 
in the hospital with ʻprostate trou-
ble,ʼ” Arnoult said. “A very good 
argument for paying attention in 
high school biology.”

MARVIN ARTS

FOR THE WICHITAN

 Sam Houston Elementary in 
Wichita Falls has opened its doors 
to the students of MSU.
 The NAACP, Kappa Alpha Psi, 
Omega Delta Phi, Sigma Lambda 
Alpha and Delta Sigma Theta are 
among the groups participating in 
the mentoring program.
 The program was started last 
November by the NAACP as part 
of their community service. 
 NAACP President Dominique 
Calhoun extended the offer to the 
other organizations in hopes of get-
ting every organization on campus 
involved.
 “I wanted to let the community 
know we care about the younger 
kids because they are part of our 
future,” Calhoun said.
 Students from each organiza-

tion dedicate an hour of their time 
each week to attend the elementary 
school in which they are assigned a 
specific child to tutor in the subject 
they need the most help in. MSU 
students can either tutor or play 
with them.
 Students from second to sixth 
grade who are desperately in need 
of help in reading, mathematics or 
science are assigned a student men-
tor. 
 Second grade students  ̓ primary 
focus is reading because they are 
still in the process of learning how 
to read. 
 There is an after-school reading 
program in which all second and 
third grade students participate. 
 The program lasts from 3:30 to 
4:30 p.m. and the MSU students 
help the elementary students finish 
reading their library books.
 Sam Houston is a lower-end el-

ementary school in which many of 
the children are underprivileged 
and need guidance in their lives. 
 The school is predominately a 
minority school with most of the 
population being Hispanic and Af-
rican-American. 
 Many of these children come 
from single-parent households. 
 Many MSU students show up 
during the physical education pe-
riod. 
 This is a time when they can sit 
down and get to know the child and 
what his or her needs are. 
 There is no gym at the school.
 “We take the kids outside and 
play basketball with them or foot-
ball, just to let them know we care,” 
Calhoun said.
 Calhoun said he feels college 
students should want to give back 
to younger kids so they can get to 
the point where we are. 

 He also feels MSU students and 
the elementary students will benefit 
from the program greatly.
 “For college students I feel it 
gives them a sense of purpose 
knowing that through their efforts 
they have the ability to influence 
young kids in a positive manner,” 
he said. 
 As for the children, he said he 
believes they have become very 
open to sharing their feelings and 
life experiences.
 This is essential to what makes 
the program positive.
 More than 25 MSU students 
from different student organiza-
tions participate in the program. 
 “I commend the members of 
Kappa Alpha Psi, Delta Sigma 
Theta, Sigma Lambda Alpha and 
ultimately the NAACP because 
without these individuals giving 
their time and commitment, this 

program would not be as successful 
as it is,” Calhoun said.
 Junior art major Jonathon Thomp-
son, a member of the NAACP, feels 
this is a great opportunity for him 
to help younger children grow into 
better people, and for him to mature 
into a better man.
 “Iʼm excited that I actually get to 
help someone develop into a better 
student and person,” he said.
 Even though the students are re-
quired to mentor an hour a week, 
they are able to attend as many 
times as they want. 
 When a student is assigned to a 
child he or she is encouraged to at-
tend one hour a week because the 
child depends on them.
 Senior business major Myron 
Cooper feels mentoring kids helps 
build his leadership skills.
 “This program will help me build 
my leadership skills because men-

toring a child is a huge responsibil-
ity and you have to be dedicated,” 
he said.
 At the end of the semester the 
NAACP plans on giving the kids a 
pizza party for their hard work once 
the program is over.
 “I want us to treat the kids for 
a job well done once we are done 
with the program for the semester,” 
Calhoun said.
 The NAACP is also planning on 
giving the children a field day this 
month. 
 The field day is to help the stu-
dents relax and take their minds off 
of the pressure of school. It will in-
clude events such as races, tug-of-
war, basketball and soccer.
 It will take place at the MSU 
soccer field.
 Calhoun said he wants this 
whole program to be fun for every 
individual participating in it.

Frats band together, tutor elementary students


